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Matt Debelak, Education Coordinator with the 
Greater Cleveland Aquarium, taught Cleveland STEP 
students about monitoring, testing and cleaning the 
water that is home to various animals from all over 

the world. Students learned the significance of 
taking care of the exhibits and how the animals 

relate to our overall ecosystem. 

Mr. Debelak gave a virtual tour of the Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium with quizzes along the way to 

test their knowledge of species and habitats.  



Mr. Debelak began with an exclusive, virtual tour of their most popular and 
intriguing exhibits. 



The first stop was a typical Ohio habitat. These exhibits generally consist of 
species who camouflage themselves within their environment. 



Jenna and Krysta led the Cleveland STEP students in a Sustainability Trivia 
game wherein they competed to answer questions regarding the history of 

USGBC, recycling and more!    

Cleveland STEP students learned that sea lampreys are an invasive species 
that have adapted to living in freshwater. Long ago, they traveled through 
canals built by people connecting the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes. 



The green python quickly captivated everyone’s attention. Students learned 
how beneficial snakes are to ecosystems. 



Students learned the difference between softshell turtles and painted turtles; 
that bluegill sunfish like to live in ponds; and Round goby fish are an invasive 

species that doesn’t mind climate change and pollution.  



Jenna and Krysta led the Cleveland STEP students in a Sustainability Trivia 
game wherein they competed to answer questions regarding the history of 

USGBC, recycling and more!    

Students viewed poison dart frogs, jellyfish, lionfish and the Vietnamese 
messy frogs who like to safely blend in with their habitat. Mr. Debelak helped 

students identify poisonous versus venomous animals. 



A highlights of the virtual tour was the infamous sharks who weigh over 300 
lbs. Students learned they are fed approximately three times a week. Sharks 
are intelligent creatures who don’t like to waste energy by moving too fast.  



Mr. Debelak informed students that some fish get creative when they’re 
hungry. For example, archer fish can jump up to two inches or shoot streams 

of water to catch their food in the leaves and branches above water. 



Jenna and Krysta led the Cleveland STEP students in a Sustainability Trivia 
game wherein they competed to answer questions regarding the history of 

USGBC, recycling and more!    

Mr. Debelak discussed the post-graduate education he acquired and his 
journey from entry-level Associate to Education Coordinator. He thoroughly 
enjoys teaching people about animals and their contributions to the world. 



Mr. Debelak discussed the role of STEM in building habitats for various 
species. This structure was specifically designed for snowflake eels. 



Scuba divers spend a lot of time taking care of shark tanks. They use STEM 
regularly to ascertain things like oxygen levels and buoyancy.



Jenna and Krysta led the Cleveland STEP students in a Sustainability Trivia 
game wherein they competed to answer questions regarding the history of 

USGBC, recycling and more!    

Each student received Greater Cleveland Aquarium species trading cards, a 
Sandtiger shaker sticker and a real Sandtiger shark tooth that fell out of the 

shark’s mouth into the sand! 



Cleveland STEP would like to thank: 

Matt Debelak 
Education Coordinator   

Greater Cleveland Aquarium  

For leading students through a 
remarkable tour, as well as providing 

examples of careers and responsibilities 
in such a vast field. 
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