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Cleveland Water banned the use of lead water service lines in
1953. This means buildings with service lines installed after 1953
should not be lead. Service lines in our system larger than 1”
diameter were also never known to be lead. The federal
allowable levels of lead used in plumbing components in homes
and buildings has been reduced over time. Before 1986, the level
of lead in solder used to join copper pipes was usually 50%.
There was no regulation on the amount of lead used in faucets
that pre-date 1986. In 1986, the allowable level of lead in solder
was reduced to less than 0.2% and the allowable level of lead in
potable water faucets was reduced to less than 8%. In 2014, the
allowable level of lead used in new potable water faucets and
fittings was reduced to less than 0.25%.
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