
Shaker Heights Police Department 
 
In partnership with our community, The Shaker Heights Police Department, strives to ensure safety and 
security through crime prevention, traffic safety, and criminal investigation, while creating a work 
environment that recruits, trains, and develops outstanding employees. 
 
Investigation Unit 
The Investigation Unit works with state and local prosecutors to ensure all complaints of criminal activity 
are fully investigated. The unit investigates many of the crimes associated with adult suspects and 
manages public requests for background checks. 
 
Crime Scene Investigators and Forensic Science Technicians work together to solve crimes. A crime 
scene investigator uses a multitude of science and mathematical skills in order to determine the 
perpetrator. Forensic Science Technicians use D.N.A. samples from blood samples, clothing particles, 
and even fingerprints, to identify who was involved in the crime from victims to suspects. The average 
time to get test results back is 6-8 weeks.  
 
A witness provides information of a fact and who has personal knowledge of something that has 
occurred.  A witness also includes one who testifies in court or before a judicial body in order to provide 
their perspective of an event.  
 

 
 
There are several types of witnesses that may provide testimony in a court hearing: 
 

1. Eyewitness: brings observational testimony to the proceedings after having seen the alleged 
crime or a facet of it.   

2. Expert witness: an individual who has extensive knowledge or education of a particular aspect of 
a court case (i.e. firearms expert, expert in police procedure or expert in the study of metals)   

3. Character witness: an individual who can speak about the qualities of another person. 
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Every state in the U.S. has its own unique classifications of homicide, which is the taking of a human life, 
but these classifications generally fall into three general categories: murder, manslaughter, and 
justifiable homicide. Forensics relate to or denote to the application of scientific methods and 
techniques to the investigation of crime.   
 
A medical examiner is any physician who is charged with the diligent investigation and rigorous 
examination of the body of a person who has died a sudden, unnatural, unexpected, unexplained, or 
suspicious death. Medical examiners are responsible for accurately determining the cause and manner 
of such deaths as well as aiding in making a positive identification of the body when the identity of the 
deceased is in question. The medical examiner’s findings may be used in court cases. 
 
Another critical person in the investigative process is the coroner, which is a government official who is 
empowered to conduct or order an inquest into the manner or cause of death. Coroners are elected lay 
people who often do not have professional training, whereas Medical Examiners are appointed and 
have board-certification in a medical specialty.  
 

 
 
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) contains the instructions needed for an organism to develop, survive and 
reproduce. To carry out these functions, DNA sequences must be converted into messages that can be 
used to produce proteins, which are the complex molecules that do most of the work in our bodies. DNA 
fingerprinting is a chemical test that shows the genetic makeup of a person or other living things. It is 
used as evidence in courts, to identify bodies, track down blood relatives, and to look for cures for 
disease. 

 
 
Mobile technology has become a powerful crime-fighting tool.  Cell phones contain call history, 
contacts, text messages, web browser history, email, a Global Positioning System (GPS), and other 
location information that police and law enforcement agencies find valuable. Evidence from cell phones 
can help investigators piece together motives and events and provide new leads. Smartphones and cell 
phones have become a regular part of criminal investigations because they are now owned by most 
people and provide information about a person’s whereabouts and a person’s contacts. 
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Name ______________________________ ______Grade             Date __________ 
 

 

1. What type of acid produces proteins, which are the most complex molecules that do the most work in our 

bodies? _______________________________________ 

 

2. What is used as evidence in courts, to identify bodies, track down blood relatives, and to look for cures for 

disease? ____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does the term “forensic” refer to?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is a witness? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What types of “WITNESSES” may provide information (testimony) in court? 

a. ________________________________ 

b. ________________________________ 

c. ________________________________ 
 

6. Which physician accurately determines the cause and manner of deaths? ____________________________ 

7. What does the term “HOMICIDE” mean?  

___________________________________________________________ 

8. What evidence from cell phones can help investigators piece together motives and events and provide new 

leads?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Cleveland Water, 1201 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, 3900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
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